
Page 1 of 12 
 

 

 
 

Ekal Vidyalaya 
Foundation of Canada  

 

E-Newsletter  
(2021 - First Issue ) 

 

Ekal Canada Website: www.ekal.ca  
Ekal Global website: www.ekal.org  

 

 

E-Newsletter at a glanceé 

 

Presidentõs Message       2  

Ekalõs fight against COVID19  ð Update    2  
Upcoming events         6  

Ekal ke Sur  Concert ð Update      8   
Chapter Events and U pdates      9  

Ekal Volunteer Program       11  
New funding initiative - Health & Education   11  
Corporate Funding        11  

Remembering Shri Amar Erry, Ex - president of Arya 
Samaj Markham         12  

 

 

*****  



Page 2 of 12 
 

MESSAGE FROM PARSHOTAM GUPTA, President Ekal , 

Canada é 

On behalf of Ekal Canada, I wish to thank every donor for extending 

special love towards human lives. While we at Ekal are dealing with the 

harsh reality of COVID -19 orphans ð a tragic legacy of India's pandemic, 

our attention also moves to a big unthinkable Canadian tragedy that we 

have been struck with the gruesome discovery ð an unthinkable loss of 

215 children and the reality of the situation that children as young as 3 

were buried o n School Grounds. Ekal Canada feels for the terrorized 

families, their communities , and scarred generations of the abuse the 

surviving children suffered at the school in Kamloops. Ekal stands with 

grieving families and prays for survivors of the Kamloops I ndian 

Residential School for healing!  

 
Two hundred and fifteen pairs of 

children's shoes are placed on 

the steps of the Vancouver Art 

Gallery as a memorial to the 215 

children whose remains have 

been found buried at the site of a 

former residential school in 

Kamloops, B.C., on May 28, 

2021.  

Source: theglobeandmail.com  

 

 

EKALõS FIGHT AGAINST COVID ð UPDATE  
Vaccination drive for 240 people at 

ESK, Tinsukia together with 

Marwari Yuva Manch, on May 31, 

2021  

  

 

Mask, sanitizer and ration 

distribution by Ekal Abiyan, Kashi  
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Medicines distributed at 4 places of 

Kathau  by Ekal Abhiyan, Jammu   

 

 

 

 

Oximeter and thermometer 

distribution at Ekal Abhiyan GRC 

Songarh  

 

 

Oxygen on Wheels   

               
 

Free Meals distributed for 2000 Quarantined COVID positive patients  

and families by Ekal Abhiyan , Kolkata along with the support of  

Hotel Haveli and Hotel Dee Empresa  
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Assessment of COVID Pandemic in India (Modest Update)  

ü Situation has improved considerably, except in the states of 

Karnataka and Tamil Naidu.  

ü Oxygen supply is sufficient to meet the requirements.  

ü People in villages are still scared to get vaccination.  

ü Number of Patients in Special COVID Hospitals has considerably 

reduced. Some COVID hospitals are being converted back to 

regular hospitals.  

Preparation for the Third Wave (Alarming Information)  

The experts announced: òThreat of Third Wave is realó 

In prepa ration for the third wave the following steps are being takené 

ü Awareness of Epidemic  

ü Educating the Villagers about the importance of getting vaccine  

ü Vaccine Supply  

ü Ekal is ready to open 107 COVID Isolation Centers in collaboration 
with WHEELS and FIPA  

ü Ekal Acharyas (teachers) are being trained to handle the local 

situation  

ü Medical Kits are being prepared  

ü All medium to large hospitals will have oxygen plants.  

Ekal Arogya Program: (Structure in Place)  

ü Regular Ekal Arogya program is continuing  

ü Acharyas (Sc hool Teachers) are being trained in the first aid  

ü Gram Sevikas (Village Volunteers) are being placed where possible  

ü Medical kits are provided  

ü Food supply has never been an issue in the villages.  

 

Ekal Canada has collected  over $186,500 for COVID Relief. The funds 

required for the above are huge and we need much more.  

Ekal Canada truly appreciates the generosity of donors. Without your 

support, this would not have been possible.  

Donations can be made online by eTransfer at info@ekal.ca, or at Ekal 

website www.ekal.ca.  A tax receipt will be issued for these donations.  

 

******  
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UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 

Ekal Pranam Bhajan Sandhya:  
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Ekal Youth Team Art Contest:  

 

 

 

The energy of the team remains 

very high!  EYT is announcing a 

virtual art contest. This event 

focusses on bringing together 

people who love to communicate 

through art. The theme of the 

contest invol ves pillars of Ekal 

such as education, healthcare, 

and rural development.

 

 

 

The contest is open to 
participants from all over 

Canada. Please see the poster for 

further details and 
announcements. Th is may be 

found on Ekal Canada website 

and all social media pages.  

 

Register before June 20, 2021 to 

avail a free class. All proceeds 

from the contest will go towards 

Indiaõs fight against COVID-19.
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The event is led by Gantavya 

Gupta and supported by 

Aaryaman Verma, Rishabh 

Bhaeti, Ayush Mathur, Jiya Goel, 

Samyak SIngh, Shanaya Goel.  

 

Special thanks to Sahil Jain for 

coordinating website details.  

 

******  
MARCHõ21 EKAL VIRTUAL FUNDRAISING 

CONCERT "EKAL KE SUR" UPDATE:  
 

 
Ekal Canada joined hand with 

Ekal USA successfully organized 

a virtual concert across North 

America. 'Ekal Ke Sur' concert on 

March 1 3, 2021, at 8:30 PM EST. 

This concert was enjoyed by all 

Ekal supporters and their 

families across the globe, thus 

promoting Ekal movement and 

creating awareness globally. Ekal 

Canada raised CAD $55K+ 

through this concert.  

 

******  
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CHAPTER EVENTS AND UPDATES  
 

Sarniaõs response to Ekalõs call to support COVID Relief 

Initiativesé 

Sarnia, a small city in Southwestern Ontario, with a population of 

75000, responded with full commitment and enthusiasm and raised 

close to $11K for COVID relief. The effort was spearheaded by the India 

Canada Association with support from the Sarnia Hindu  Society, and the 

Sarnia community at large.   Clearly, there is an increased awareness 

and appreciation of Ekal Canadaõs goals/activities and we hope for 

continued support from Sarnia in the future.  
 

Contribution from Ottawa chapter towards COVID Relief 

f und  

Indo -Canadian Community Center ð ICCC Ottawa   under the leadership 

of Shri Kanwal Talwar has been of tremendous support.  In addition to 

the significant financial contribution, ICCC has been promoting the 

cause of Ekal through their virtual events, ne wsletters and contacts with 

other supporting organizations in Ottawa.  

Ekal Canada sincerely appreciate s the generous support from Mrs. Sarita 

and Dr. Shiv Jindal through their family trust ð Jindal Foundation; Jain 

Society of Ottawa under the leadership of  Dr. Jagmohan Humer; 

Personal donation from Dr. Hari Johry; and the contribution from the 

membership of ICCC.  The total contribution from Ottawa is about 

$40,000.  
 

Ekal youth team Fund -raising eventsé 

EYT volunteers Aryan Kuckreja, Vedant Gupta, Samyak  Singh, Shanaya, 

and Jiya Goel recently wrapped up two successful virtual fundraisers - 

Minecraft and Skribbl.io tournaments and raised over $900 for Ekal 

Canada. Way to go EYT!  
 

Ekal Holi celebration:  

Vancouver, London, and Edmonton chapters celebrated H oli virtually 

with local volunteers and Ekal supporters. This was a fun -filled evening 

consequently creating awareness about Ekal Movement locally.  
 

Vancouver Chapter has new leadership:  

Ekal Canada is pleased to announce that Mrs. Rita Agarwal has accepted 

the position of Chairperson for Ekal BC Chapter.  Prior to this Sheetal 
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Gupta and Dr. Arun Mehta chaired the Vancouver Chapter.  Sheetal 

Gupta has moved onto another role with Ekal and s he will be missed. Dr. 

Arun Mehta wishes to resume the role of a guiding light. He does not let 

us stumble, and we salute and welcome him in this role!  

Both Rita ji and her husband, Pankaj Agarwal has been supporters of 

Ekal. Their passion is helping young  children through a non -profit 

organization, TechUpKids. Rita ji moved to Vancouver in 2000. After 

working for a few years with Optimus Information, an information 

technology company run by her husband, she founded TechUpKids.  

This organization is focused  on teaching computer programming to 

children between the ages of 7 and 14. Rita ji and Pankaj Agarwal are 

actively engaged in various non -profits organizations. Her interest in 

Ekal was sparked after personally visiting several Ekal schools in India. 

Rita  ji will be a great asset to the Ekal Canada Team.  

We welcome Rita ji to Ekal family.  

 

Winnipeg, MB chapter announcement:  

Ekal Canada is pleased to announce the addition of the Winnipeg 

chapter, effective April 13, 2021. This chapter is led by Mr. Narend ra 

Mathur as Chapter Chair and Mrs. Vandana Sahai as Co -chair.  
 

Narendra Mathur  is an Ex Merchant Navy officer. Narendra ji  moved to 

Canada in 1996 and worked with Transport Canada, in Winnipeg, 

managing all ships operating in the Northern Arctic waters of Canada. 

Narendra ji has been very active in the local Indo -Canadian community. 

He has worked as a Board member of many loc al community 

organizations. Narendra ji brings leadership skills that will be of benefit 

to Ekal.  
 

Vandana Sahai , moved to Canada 27 years ago. She is presently working 

for an Aerospace Company in Winnipeg. Vandana ji is extensively 

engaged in the communit y as a Member of the Manitoba Chapter of 

SCWIST (The Society for Canadian Women in Science and Technology) to 

encourage and empower women and girls in STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) in Canada. She is the Principal of Dr. Madhuri 

Jain Vid ya Bhavan, run by the Hindu Society of Manitoba to preserve 

and promote Hindu culture, rituals, and languages.  

******  
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EVFC VOLUNTEER PROGRAM  

Lead by Sonal Thaker, Ekal Volunteer Program conducted its  first 

Orientation and Trai ning session on March 22, 2021. It was a very 

successful session with 26 new volunteers, members of Ekal Youth 

Team, Ekal Young Professional Association, Chapter Chairs and Board 

members of Ekal Canada attending the session . We welcome new 

volunteers to Ek al Canada team. Some of these participants have already 

started volunteering role with Ekal Youth Team  and reaching out to local 

community in raising awareness about Ekal movement.  

******  
NEW FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE  

Ekal Education + Health (Arogya ) Program:  

Donors have an option to support one School with $500; however, 

donors looking to support both Ekal School and Health of ONE village 

now have an opportunity to accomplish both with one single amount of 

$1,200 per year. At present, Ekal is at the forefront of the fight against 

COVID 19 in India.  

 

 

+ 
 

 

******  
CORPORATE FUNDING PROGRESS TO DATEé 
Executives of Canadian companies of Indian origin and Executives of 

Indian companies will be contacted soon by Chari Samanthapudi, Chair 

of Ekal Corporate Funding. Ekal Canada is hoping to increase its donor 

base through Corporate Funding.     
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******  
IN ME MORY OF SHRI AMAR ERRY, EX -PRESIDENT 

OF ARYA SAMAJ MARKHAMé  
 

The Indian community has lost a 

great leader, society has lost a 

great human being and Ekal has 

lost a great supporter.  We pray 

for a peaceful onward journey for 

the departed soul.  Ekal Canada 

extends heartfelt condolences 

and sympathies to Erry family.  

 
 

*****  

 
 

 

* ĮĶœ ŀůŏ Ķů Ŝ -̏ōɞ Ƭūņƈŉū Ŝŷ ŬĶ ōȂźƁ Ķů ŋŢūħ ĶŶ ŬœĮ 

Ĥŋŉū Őźĸ-Ňūŉ ĶőŅŶ őŬŜĮ * 
 

 
 

We are proud to be part of Ekal Movement  
 

 

 
Editorial Team:  

Indra Wadehra   Email: indrawadehra@gmail.com  

Sonal Thaker  Email: sparsh9095@yahoo.com  
Windsor, Ontario, Canada  


